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costly efforts to establish cost accounting and effort-reporting systems, because in my experience most universities are doing so.  Rather, it is because those very systems fail in their objective of achieving accountability. They have tended in large measure to reduce the scientific research effort to a system of mathematical formalism rather than substantive integrity. In the process universities have had to bear costs that will never be reimbursed. Accountability should mean that reasonable judgments are being made and reasonable efforts undertaken. Where actual financial costs can be identified, they should be; where they cannot be, judgments should be based upon the integrity and substance of the research process taken as a whole, as it is now in the context of peer review at many levels.  It should, finally, be recognized that no system of administration will be perfect, but that continuing down the road we are now traveling to further accounting specificity will lead only to the shifting of responsibility for scholarship and research from the academic community to the accounting community.
CHARLES A. BOWSHER;
The federal government carries a strong mandate from the public to ensure that funds are spent as intended without diversion, waste, or fraud. But financial accountability is not an end in itself. The federal government must understand that fiscal accountability, especially in regard to basic research, is only a means of verifying that the research is actually carried out. Peer review by competent scientists still appears to be the best method of assuring that high-quality proposals are selected for funding.  It also assures that the research is performed under rigorous scientific standards,
JAMES J. BROPHY:
I believe that it is absolutely necessary for universities to demonstrate to the complete satisfaction of the public and the Congress that they are fiscally prudent and accountable for expenditure of public funds. This goal can surely be accomplished, however, more satisfactorily if the present adversarial posture is eliminated. I believe that fiscal audits for accountability should be